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Good evening. I am Patrick Mannix, I live in Shamley Green and purchased Sandhurst Copse
and Sheepwalk woodland 12 years ago. I am going to range quite widely, and therefore in
some cases quite briefly for the next hour. I am very happy to take questions on anything; but
would prefer to do so at the end
The 180 degree panoramic view south from Newlands Corner is one of the most beautiful
prospects in this part of England.
As Oliver Rackham points out we live in ancient countryside. If someone came back from the
12th century and stood at Newlands Corner, they would recognise many of the boundaries
from their time.
However, nothing you see from Newlands
Corner is natural, it is all the result of man’s
activities and industry, in some cases for
many centuries. Everything was managed for
a utilitarian purpose, in particular the
woodland. With the exception of Capability
Brown, nobody set out to create a beautiful
landscape. The result was an accident.
If you stand a Newlands Corner and look due
south you can see a very tall tree. That tree is
in the woodland. It is a scots pine, not the
tallest, but on highest point.
Sandhurst Copse and Sheepwalk is a small tile in the mosaic that is the Surrey Hills AONB.
On the next page is a map of Sandhurst Copse and Sheepwalk, two adjacent mixed broadleaf
woodlands totalling 84 acre or 32ha. The very tall tree is between points A and B. Note the
field to the north which intrudes into the wood, this is part of Green Lane Farm.
The public bridle-path round the southern
perimeter is restricted to horses and pedal
cycles. It is not “all-use”, I would probably
not have purchased the wood otherwise.
The wood is on sand, clay is not much fun to
work on when wet. However sand also has a
downside in that large timber may have
shake (internal splits).
The wood outline is delineated by boundary
banks and the two woods are separated by a
more significant bank which is also the
boundary between Guildford and Waverley
and between Albury and Wonersh parishes.

The terrain is undulating on poor acidic sand, three north south ridges and valleys varying
from 136m to 90m above sea level. The richer areas of vegetation are the result of early
industrial pollution, including from a lime kiln, charcoal burning and possibly the first stage
of ironstone smelting.
I had two early visitors to the wood at my
invitation, one was the estate manager from an
estate in Dorset, that had passed down through the
female line for 500 years, he was also an
industrial archaeologist. The other managed
woodlands on the Isle of Wight, where there is a
particular problem in that older trees may contain
shrapnel from the bombing runs into Portsmouth.
They visited separately; but each became more
and more enthusiastic as they walked round. I
realised I had purchased something rather special.
The former said after a while “a hundred years
ago we would have already passed 40 or 50
people working at different tasks”.
Most of Sandhurst Copse is scheduled as ancient.
See the cross hatched area on the map; but note
the excluded area at the top.

The scheduled area has recently been extended.
I have no problem with that, it adds interest;
but what is the purpose when there are no
standards? Stewardship should bring with it
responsibilities, there is nothing defined.
On the 1846 Wonersh Tithe Map (see right)
the boundary of Sandhurst Copse is clearly
delineated and labelled as Wood Plantation
(number 371), the missing section (number
372) is labelled as a Poor Arable Field.

The map on the left is from the conveyance of
Sandhurst Copse out of the Duke of
Northumberland’s Estates in 1930. This shows
the internal compartments also marked by
boundary banks. Unfortunately the estate
archivist at Zion House reported he could not
find any other records.

The missing section of poor arable field is now
oak trees standing over bluebells, (above).
Bluebell woods do not take hundreds of years
to develop!
On the 1846 Albury Tithe Map the boundary of
Sheepwalk is clear and the area labelled as

wood and rough (see map left).
The first Ordnance Survey maps published c.1810-1820 are, to us, a bit disappointing, one
inch to the mile and mainly showing roads and place names. However the surveyors’
drawings were two inches to the mile and showed field boundaries and land use. In the 1804
OS drawings the shape of wood is clear with the indentation of the Green Lane Farm field in
the centre of the map and it is not surrounded by other woodland.

There are some idiosynchratic spellings, Haldish Farm is Old Ash Farm, Real Hall is
Realhaw Farm, Plonks is Plawnks Farm and Merrist Wood is Mary Stood Farm!
In 1873 the woodland was more extensive. Sheepwalk extends further north and a lime kiln is
noted, see below.
In 1961 northern section of Sheepwalk is now Far Plantation. Lime kiln now old. SW
surrounding woodland has now gone, see below.
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The woodland had not been actively managed for the previous 40 years when I acquired it in
2000.
The objective is to maintain the character of the woodland, to leave it in better condition than
when I acquired it, to demonstrate that enough revenue can be generated to support it and to
encourage access to those who enjoy and can benefit from it including walkers and schools. I
encourage walkers, it would be selfish to own something as special as the 84 acres of
woodland and not allow others to have access.
I can do all the necessary work myself; but do have the odd individual gap year student,
Merrist Wood student or graduate whilst trying to find a job, to help, in particular in the
winter, I pay £8 per hour. Also the odd volunteer. I have not applied for any grants as I am not
very good at form filling, I would rather get on and do it and also because I do a lot of the
work it is more complicated than getting in a contractor with a specific bill. I think however
there is a recent Surrey Hills appointment who may be able to help with this. Currently I top
up the funding for the wood from revenue from sale of a series of CDs of old maps of London
through a small company called Motco. Motco Conservancy handles the accounts for the
wood. This is not as bizarre as it seems, the objective regarding the maps is to provide access
to the intellectual and aesthetic content of the old printed material without further destruction
of the originals. Access and conservation are common themes with the woodland
The frst management action was to run a rustic rail along the bridle-path, leaving gaps where
people entered, in effective giving notice that the woodland was coming under active
management. After a couple of
months I put up notices saying in a
month you could continue to walk
but needed to write for permission.
People still apply. They are sent a
letter, a form reminding that there
are risks in woodland and that paths
may not be cleared, a map and
receive an annual newsletter.
Walkers are eyes and ears on the
ground. Some are quite diligent in
reporting fallen trees and other
incidents. I call this approach
managed access, access is encouraged but
on my terms as owner. If large estates had
adopted this approach we might have
avoided the problems resulting from the
Right to Roam legislation.
There were a couple of people who used to
walk difficult dogs in the woodland
because they would meet fewer people than
on the heath. The Foot and Mouth outbreak
had a silver lining in that I had to close the
wood, breaking these daily habits. When
the wood was reopened I asked people not
to walk more than three or four days a

week on the pretext of
wear and tear on the
paths.
I have recently been
investigating
disabled
access, which we can
come back to if anyone is
interested.
The wood has hosted
several school visits, local
History Societies (Albury
above) and more recently
a visit by a surprisingly
large contingent of 45
from the Royal Forestry
Society
SE
division
(above).
The
latter
resulted in a report in the
Surrey Advertiser. The
wood had previously featured in the
Surrey Advertiser when using a Suffolk
Punch shire horse for extraction of oak
logs in the bluebell area.
The wood has also featured in Meridian
TV Country Ways.
Although I am the owner of the
woodland, I regard myself simply as the
custodian until I pass it on to the next
owner, and have an obligation to
manage and improve the woodland in
the meantime.
Doing something, even keeping
footpaths open and safe, costs money. A
woodland has no future if it cannot
generate revenue to support itself. That
is anyway what it was there for in the
first place!
With this in mind, I started to build
infrastructure.
The first obvious product is firewood
logs and so a barn for firewood
seasoning.

Built from coppiced chestnut, split rafters,
built by myself. No external contract labour
was used. Size of all structures is determined
by the maximum size timber that I can lift into
position. A big problem is theft of equipment
or product. I could probably get grants for
firewood log processing equipment; but if I
did it would be stolen. In the long term if a
woodland of this size is to be worked it needs
somewhere on site where the person working
the woodland can live. It is not a guaranteed
solution; but would greatly help security.
I purchased a small sawmill for processing and increasing the value of timber, and also to be
prepared in the case of needing to process after a major storm or advent of disease. This in
turn required a barn to house the sawmill, the cladding is cut on the saw from timber which
fell in the 1989 hurricane.

A separate barn for seasoning timber.
Again, built by myself from sweet chestnut
coppice, the ultimate sustainable renewable
building material. In 25 years time you can go
back to the same spot and cut the same
amount of timber again. These building are
also a deliberate demonstration of construction

using sweet chestnut as a product of the
wood.
The roofs of the barns gave the opportunity to
collect water for a pond as there is no other
supply of water.

I think there is a date in your diary in June for a visit to the woodland? I will therefore not try
to exhaustively describe the woodland as you will have an opportunity to see it.

The oldest trees are oak and sweet chestnut. Many sweet chestnut are about 300 years old,
well past their timber sell-by date and will be maintained as amenity trees, hopefully in 200
years time some will still be there as veteran trees.
Silver birch or other trees encroaching on
the crowns will be removed, a process
known as haloeing (above right).
Much of the woodland is areas of self seeded
silver birch and bracken. Silver birch is a
pioneer species, the first to colonise after an
ice age. However they are short lived,
rotting at the bottom and falling over after
60-80 years. These areas are available for
planting, harvesting the silver birch for
firewood; however with the increasing rate
of new pathogens and diseases it is unclear
what species should be planted.
Coppicing is when you cut a tree to the
ground and it regrows as multiple stems, as in
this hazel. It is one of the oldest and most
productive forms of woodland management.
There are several areas of coppiced sweet
chestnut, the main one probably planted in the
latter part of the 19th century to be cut on a

seven year cycle for 24 foot poles for the
hop growing industry. This area was last cut
about 25 years ago.
Sweet chestnut is one of the main sources of
product at this stage.

Mick, who is felling here is a gamekeeper from
Midhurst and works for himself producing split
rails and material for his pheasant pens, tree
stakes, etc., no money changes hands. I will
probably take this over, Mick has come each year
for 10 years because he committed to doing so;
but probably has easier sources nearer home. My
current thinking on a sustainable programme is to
cut on a 20-25 year rotation, using the product
primarily for sawmill product for construction, ie
cut 4-5% each year..
Once cut the stools require protection from rabbit
and deer browsing.
See the small stool on left damaged by grazing by
a roe deer, unfortunately an out of season doe.
Deer and grey squirrel have no natural predators.
If numbers are not controlled they increase until
either there is a lack of food, or there is a disease

problem. Until two years ago was not a
problem; but I have now started fencing,
using lightweight netting, baling twine and
battens which are off-cuts from the sawmill.
This can be erected by one person. This is
for an area of new planting; but the same
used for fencing the sweet chestnut coppice
re-growth.

